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The Young Architects Program has expanded in recent years to include the 

National Museum of XXI Century Arts (MAXXI) in Rome, Italy; Istanbul 

Modern in Istanbul, Turkey; and CONSTRUCTO in Santiago, Chile. 

YAP Istanbul Modern 

Established in 2012, YAP Istanbul Modern continues the mission of the 

Young Architects Program by offering young designers an opportunity to 

create a space in the museum’s courtyard that will host museum events for 

visitors of all ages, especially young audiences. 

To be held biannually during the summer, the YAP Istanbul Modern: Young 

Architects Program offers emerging architects the opportunity to design 

temporary exterior installations through an innovative approach to 

architectural design. This is a first for Turkey. In line with the principles of the 

program, nominators from across Turkey and the TRNC were contacted. 

These included architectural academicians, architectural critics, members of 

periodical publications, and representatives from professional organizations 

such as the Chamber of Architects and Association of Architects in Private 

Practice. On 26 November 2012, 5 finalists were selected from among the 35 

young candidates put forth by these nominators who then assessed the 

portfolios presented by finalists. The finalists were asked to develop 

proposals for a temporary installation for Istanbul Modern’s courtyard. The 

selection of February 1 was made from among these proposals.

YAP MOMA PS1

For the Young Architects Program 2013 selection process, MoMA and 

MoMA PS1 invited outside experts in the field of architecture, including 

architects, curators, scholars, and magazine editors, to nominate the 



finalists from a pool of approximately 25 candidates that included both 

recent graduates and established architects experimenting with new styles 

or techniques. After reviewing the candidates, five finalists were selected to 

present proposals to a panel composed of Glenn D. Lowry, MoMA Director; 

Barry Bergdoll, MoMA Philip Johnson Chief Curator, Department of 

Architecture and Design; Klaus Biesenbach, MoMA PS1 Director and MoMA 

Chief Curator at Large; Pedro Gadanho, MoMA Curator, Department of 

Architecture and Design; Peter Eleey, MoMA PS1 Curator; Pippo Ciorra, 

Senior Curator, MAXXI Architettura, National Museum of XXI Century Arts; 

and Jeannette Plaut, Director, YAP CONSTRUCTO.

“CODA's proposal was selected because of its clever identification and use 

of locally available resources—the waste products of 

skateboard-making—to make an impactful and poetic architectural 

statement within MoMA PS1's courtyard,” said Pedro Gadanho, Curator in 

MoMA’s Department of Architecture and Design. “Party Wall arches over 

the various available spaces, activating them for different purposes, while 

making evident that even the most unexpected materials can always be 

reinvented to originate architectural form and its ability to communicate 

with the public.” 

“CODA developed an outstanding, iconic design that will support the many 

social functions connected to our large-scale group exhibition EXPO 1: New 

York, while creating a unique and stunning object for our outdoor galleries,” 

added Klaus Biesenbach, Director of MoMA PS1 and Chief Curator at Large 

at MoMA.

YAP MAXXI 

YAP MAXXI continues the YAP mission of offering young designers an 

opportunity to create a space for live summer events in the piazza of the 
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MAXXI-National Museum of the XXI Century Arts in Rome. The 2013 YAP 

MAXXI five finalists include: bam! bottega di architettura metropolitan 

(Turin, Italy, Alberto Bottero, Valeria Bruni, Simona Della Rocca, Fabio 

Vignolo); AKO architettura a kilometro zero (Rome, Italy, Gianni Puri, Laura 

Di Virgili, Alessandra Fasoli, Stefan Pollak, Enrica Siracusa); LABORATORIO 

PERMANENTE (Milan, Italy, Angelica Sylos Labini, Nicola Russi); Matilde 

Cassani (Milano, Italia); and LOOP Landscape & Architecture Design 

(Rotterdam, The Netherlands, Francesco Garofalo, Silvia Lupini, Francesca 

Sartori). The jury has selected the Project entitled HE by bam! bottega di 

architettura metropolitan. 

YAP Chile 

YAP Chile continues the legacy of the Young Architects Program by 

providing an active platform for talented Latin American emerging 

architects to think, explore, and improve the quality of collective-use 

spaces for live summer events, using sustainability as a way to respond to a 

contemporary problem that requires intelligent and creative use of 

resources. The 2012 winning design, The Garden of Forking Paths by BEAL 

+ LYONS ARCHITECTS (Alejandro Beals and Loreto Lyon), features a 

labyrinth of vegetation inspired by the writings of Jorge Luis Borges and 

the gardens of the Palace of Versailles. The maze-like structure, which will 

be installed on March 7, 2013, creates elements of discovery and surprise 

for visitors while exploring the possibilities of public space, atmospheres, 

and environments. 

An exhibition of the five finalists' proposed projects from all of the YAP 

International programs will be on view at MoMA this summer (to be 

announced at a later date). The exhibition is organized by Barry Bergdoll, 

MoMA Philip Johnson Chief Curator, and Pedro Gadanho, Curator, 

Department of Architecture and Design, The Museum of Modern Art
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A dedicated YAP International website, MoMA.org/YAP, features the 

selected proposals and designs from CODA, winner of YAP in New York, 

and as well as the winners of YAP Chile, YAP MAXXI and YAP Istanbul. The 

website also includes an archive of past MoMA/MoMA PS1 finalists’ and 

winners’ proposals, interviews with the curators as well as installation 

videos. 

HISTORY 

This year marks the 16th summer that MoMA PS1 has hosted a combined 

architectural installation and music series in its outdoor galleries, though it 

is only the 14th year of the Young Architects Program, which began in 

2000. The inaugural project was an architecturally based installation in 

1998 by an Austrian artist collective, Gelatin. In 1999, Philip Johnson’s DJ 

Pavilion celebrated the historic affiliation of MoMA PS1 and MoMA. The 

previous winners of the Young Architects Program are SHoP/Sharples 

Holden Pasquarelli (2000), ROY (2001), William E. Massie (2002), Tom 

Wiscombe / EMERGENT (2003), nARCHITECTS (2004), Xefirotarch 

(2005), OBRA (2006), Ball-Nogues (2007), WORKac (2008), MOS (2009), 

Solid Objectives - Idenburg Liu (2010), Interboro Partners (2011), and 

HWKN - HollwichKushner (2012).


